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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES. 



WALTER BKSANT AND JAMBS BICE. 
"THIS SON OF Vulcan "* is th« title of one of numerous novels from the prolific 
pens of two Bullish authors. It does not in our judgment stand in ihe front rank 
of modern stories. It is voluminous and often tedious, and is altogether wanting 
in the higher dramatic qualities. Oa the other h ind, it is true and natural in its 
tone, the characters are drawn with tolerable fidelity, and, with here and there an 
exception, the situations are not extravagantly impossible. The hero of the story 
comes nto the world at an inopportune time, and uuder circumstances that may 
be called tragic. He is the rightful heir to a little barren patch of a farm, but 
grows up in ignorance of bis rights, and becomes a waif and wanderer as the 
foster child of a drunken peddler. The interest of the story lies in following the for- 
tunes of the child through experience more or less probable until be becomes en- 
lightened as to his inheritance. The principal events take place in and around a 
town on the northeastern coast of England, which grows up from almost a fishing 
village to become an important manufacturing centre through the discovery of 
iron ore in the vicinity, especially on the little barren farm. There is scope, there- 
fore, for an almost endless play of imagination. The chief characters are, in ad- 
dition to the hero, a foster sister, an English iron master who has grown rich as 
the reputed owner of the farm, a certain frolicsome lady reputed to be a widow, 
but who develops a remarkable tact in getting written offers of marriage from the 
opposite sex, an English rector, and the foster father of our hero. The " widow " 
gets our hero into her toils, but he struggles desperately under the influence of a 
purer attachment. There are various minor characters, some of them ra-cally 
enough. The most exciting scene is where an ex-jailbird of a tramp fastens a 
young lad to a half sunken wreck, and quietly sits down on the shore to watch the 
rising of the tide that is to drown the helpless boy and avenge an imaginary 
wrong. Some of the love passages in the story are a trifle ludicrous, as, for in- 
stance, where an amiable and impressible young gentleman meets more than bis 
match in a girl of eighteen, who calmly addresses him ns "my poor boy," as if she 
were old enough to be his mother. The denouement is not in marriage, which to 
some may seem unfortunate, but the sequel of the love affairs of the hero is left 
beyond a doubt, though not positively stated. Some of the reflective passages of 
the book are worth reading carefully, showing a mind or minds capable of taking 
a just and broadened view of human affairs. 

II. 

SOCIAL REFORM. 

Mrs. Frank Leslie makes some good, sensible observations upon a variety 
of practical and social topics in the cohected papers entitled " Rents in Our 

*" This Son of Tuloan." By Walter Besant and James Bice. Library edition. Dodd, Mead 
&. Co. 



